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       Moss Vale High 

P. O. Box 137 Moss Vale 2577 
Tel: (02) 4868 1717    Fax:  (02)  4868 2787 

“Innovation, Opportunity, Connection 
Inspiring Success” 

E-mail  :  mossvale-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

19 October 2012 

 

Moss Vale High School website :  www.mossvale-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

Mathematics Whiz 

 
 Year 10 

 

 Rhiannon Young 
 
 Jayden Cubit 

Respectful, Safe and Responsible Learners 

Students Making a Difference 

for exceptional leadership 

for positive, respectful behaviour 

Congratulations to Dominic 
Sabben, Year 9, on achieving 
the 97th percentile in the Australian 
Mathematics Competition. This 
placed Dominic in the top 3% in 
the whole of Australia. Dominic 
received a Distinction in this 
prestigious competition which is the 
most r igorous and largest 
competition of its kind in the world. 
 
Dominic, the school community is 
extremely proud of you! 
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 Relieving Principal’s Report 

Good Luck Year 12 
The entire school community wishes our Year 12 
students well with the start of the Higher School 
Certificate examinations. The students started the exams 
on Monday with the Area of Study paper in English. Mr 
Barry Roberts, our presiding officer for the HSC exams, 
spoke highly of the students on Monday and of how 
conscientiously they approached the English paper.  
 
All the best with the rest of your exams, Year 12! 
 
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Awards 
I would like to congratulate our wonderful students from 7 
Parker who entered the Dorothea Mackellar Poetry 
Competition. This competition has grown to a national 
level for all Australian school children, drawing up to 
15,000 entries. All of our students produced outstanding 
poems and have been awarded with certificates for their 
participation in this prestigious competition. 
 
Congratulations to Matilda Hoare, Bae McKibbin, 
James Liebmann, Louis Economos, Suzie Williams, 
Aleigh Acton, Josh Huggett,  Olivia Yearsley, Kodi-
Lee Friedrich and  Rebecca Coulter on contributing 
such excellent poetry to these awards. 
 

Bronze Award 
Congratulations to Josh Huggett of 7 Parker on being 
the fourth student in our school  to receive the Bronze 
Award. This award means that Josh has received over 
50 merit certificates for 
outstanding work and 
contributing to the life of the 
school in a number of areas. 
I know Josh is a talented 
writer, exceptional student 
and happens to be a 
member of our prize-winning 
Hip Hop dance group. 
 
Well done Josh! 

Positive Behaviour for Success (PBS) 
Our PBS signs arrived at the very end of last term. These 
signs are designed to be visual reminders of our three 
core values of RESPECTFUL, RESPONSIBLE and SAFE 
behaviour at Moss Vale High School.  Mr Rob Berman is 
doing a great job  in making sure that the signs go up as 
quickly as possible throughout the school grounds, and I 
am very appreciative of Rob’s hard work on top of an 
already busy teaching load. I would also like to thank 
Dave Johnson from ‘Johno’s Signs’ at Oak Flats for the 
fantastic job that he did in making our PBS signs and for 
his support. 

 
However, none of this would have happened without the 
generous support of our committed and hardworking P&C 
who donated the complete cost of this signage. 
 
 

THANK YOU- MOSS VALE 
HIGH SCHOOL’S P&C ! 
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Uniform Shop 
Our uniform shop has opened this week near our school 
canteen and is already doing steady business.  As 
mentioned in past newsletters, the main change is from 
the white polo and cotton shirts to the smarter mid-blue 
cotton shirts for boys and girls. The girls’ shirt is fitted and 
has a red piping around the sleeves and collar. The boys 
will continue to wear the grey shorts and trousers, but we 
are moving to grey socks for boys at the request of our 
P&C members. The girls’ skirt will be in the original blue 
tartan with two pleats at the front. Girls may still choose to 
wear the stretch navy slacks but we have done away with 
the plain navy skirt. Students may choose between the 
woollen jumper and the new fleecy zip-up jacket for colder 
weather. The sports uniform is essentially the same in 
appearance but is more effectively lined for greater 
warmth in the colder weather. 
 
An important change is the movement away from 
distinguishing between our junior and senior students 
through uniforms, and this will hopefully mean a financial 
saving for parents. 
 
I would like to thank Rozz Sparks, our uniform shop 
coordinator, for her efficient set up and running of this 
important facility. 
 
Photos of the new uniform are on page 4. 
 

Year 9 and 10 Maths Accelerant classes 
Our Year 9 and 10 Maths Accelerant students have been 
doing an amazing job in the classroom through exams 
and assessment tasks. Ms Melina O’Brien is to be 
commended on taking these students well beyond the 
skills of the average students in Years 9 and 10 Maths 
classrooms. Ms O’Brien commented to me that these 
students are simply ‘amazing’ and ‘inspiring’. 
 
The Year 10 students have been working towards the 2 
Unit HSC Mathematics exam which they will sit for on 
Monday, October 22. Two of these Year 10 students have 
already received the two top ranks in the course for 
assessment ahead of all the current Year 12 students. 
We wish the accelerants all the best for Monday’s exam. 
 
Year 9 Maths Accelerant class: David Connick, Jason 
Delamont, Jack Donovan, Jennifer Dyer, Chris 
Goodacre, Regina Jenkins, Lucas Molina, Mark 
Rolles, Dominic Sabben, Allie Sims, Emma Smillie 
and Lauren Smith. 
 
Year 10 Maths Accelerant class: Connor Barry, Joshua 
Day, Rachel Goodacre, Mia Lavers, Jake Newbury, 
Alissa Parker, Dylan Rees and Matthew Sainsbury-
Dale. 

 
Patricia Holmes 
Relieving Principal 
 

Year 9 Maths Accelerant class 

Year 10 Maths Accelerant class 



Moss Vale High Newsletter                                                                                                                                               Issue 1 Term 4   2012 

 4 

New  

School  

Uniform 



Moss Vale High Newsletter                                                                                                                                               Issue 1 Term 4  2012 

 5 

The Australian National Chemistry Quiz is an 
international event attracting students from all over 
Australia and as far afield as China, Germany and India.  
 
This year 16 students from Years 10 and 12 competed 
from our school. In Year 10 Matthew Sainsbury-Dale 
received a credit which means he was in the top 25 to 
40% of entrants. In Year 12 Ben Donovan and Petra 
Clarke received Distinctions placing them in the top 10 to 

Australian National Chemistry Quiz 

“Old School: My Life Story”  
by Nathan Hindmarsh 

 

Nathan Hindmarsh’s autobiography was a really good book.  
I’m not that into reading, but this book was so good that I read 
most of it and love it.  I think the best part was in the first eight 
pages  -  it was about him playing his 300th game of First 
Grad Rugby League.  The Eels did not win that game against 
the Panthers, but as he says, “It was hard, because we were 
down near the bottom of the ladder.  It was a nice feeling, 
even though we lost.”  This chapter is a really exciting way to 
start a book. 
 

I liked looking at the photos of him  -  they inspired me with 
my football, my school work and me just out and about.  This 
book tells you so much about him  -  where he came from 
what he did when he was younger, and what his family did.  I 
really liked him talking about sport at Moss Vale High School  
-  cricket and football. 
 

The chapter “The girl who laughed at my jokes” was good, as well as “Life after 
football”.  They were funny and good to read. 
 

I think you should read this book because it is easy to read, easy to laugh and 
inspiring.  Nathan is a good football player;  he is a legend. 
 
By Alexander Collins 
Year 8 

Book Review 

25% of students, while Maeve Clark received a credit.  
 
All students that competed are to be commended for their 
efforts. It is hoped that they have gained valuable insights 
into examination techniques and widened their knowledge 
of Chemistry through this process.  
 
Heather Kemp 
Quiz Coordinator 

 

PS 
Alex plays Junior League with Moss Vale Dragons.  Though he is presently on crutches from a league injury, he still 
loves the game and reading about it. 
 

Nathan has promised to autograph our books, three copies of which are now available in Moss Vale High School 
Library. 
 
Mrs Williams 
Librarian 

Where are they now? 
 

Nathan Hindmarsh 
Moss Vale High School student  -  1992 -1997 
Parramatta Eels player to 2012  -  now an AUTHOR 
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***   Advertisement  *** 

 "HALLOWEEN" BLUE LIGHT 
  

The next Blue Light will be on Saturday,27 October, Mittagong RSL Club, 4pm to 7pm for  
4 to 14 year olds.  

Cost $5-00, mums and dads free.   
  

This  Blue Light will have a HALLOWEEN  THEME, so everyone come along, dressed up for 
the occasion. 
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Dear Parent or Carer 
 
The Essential Secondary Science Assessment (ESSA) test for Year 8 students will be held on 
Tuesday 13 November 2012. The test takes approximately 80 minutes.  The test is an 
interactive, multimedia test completed entirely on a computer. It is called ESSAonline. 
 
ESSAonline contains multiple choice, short response and extended response tasks that are 
grouped around real�world issues, including a simulated investigation. This is a diagnostic test, 
with tasks framed on Stage 4 outcomes and essential content in the NSW Science Years 7–10 
Syllabus. Students will be tested on their: 
 
• knowledge and understanding of science 
• understanding and skills in the process of scientific investigation 
• ability to evaluate evidence, make judgements and think critically 
• ability to access information and communicate scientific ideas. 
 
Students also complete a survey about their opinions, attitudes and values.  Since students 
complete ESSAonline on a computer, each student needs to bring headphones or earbuds that 
plug into a school computer. Earbuds for an ipod or portable player are suitable. 
 
If your child has a disability that needs special consideration or has been educated in English for 
less than one year, please contact your child’s school to discuss special provisions or possible 
exemption from the test. 
 
Results of the test will be available during Term 1 2013. Information about each student is 
treated confidentially and held securely to ensure that the right to privacy of all students is 
maintained. A personal report for each student will be sent to parents/carers to describe the 
science knowledge and skills demonstrated by the student in the test. There will also be 
information about how your child’s results compare with overall performance of all students in 
the test. You will be invited to complete a parent survey about the test and science learning. 
 
If you require any further information please contact Mrs Heather Kemp or Mrs Jemima 
Finlayson at the school on 48681717 or heather.kemp3@det.nsw.edu.au  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Heather Kemp      Mrs J Finlayson    Mrs P Holmes 
Acting Head Teacher Science  Relieving Deputy Principal  Relieving Principal 
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Positive Behaviour for Success 
School Uniform 

 
 

The wearing of correct school uniform benefits the entire school 
community by enhancing and supporting school, and community, 
expectations of SAFE, RESPECTFUL and RESPONSIBLE 
behaviour. 
 
 
Safe 
 Reinforces the perception of the school as an ordered and safe environment. 
 Increases the personal safety of students and staff by allowing easier 

recognition of visitors and potential intruders in the school. 
 Leather upper shoes offer foot protection from sharp objects and dangerous 

liquids. 
 Enhancing the health and safety of students when involved in school activities. 
 Making school clothing more affordable for families and eliminating the risk of 

peer pressure to wear transiently fashionable and expensive clothes. 
 
 
Respectful 
 Defines an identity for the school within its community. 
 Promotes a sense of inclusiveness, non-discrimination and equal opportunity. 
 Provides an opportunity to build school spirit. 
 Develops students’ sense of belonging to the school community. 
 Promotes positive community perceptions of public education. 
 Enhances self-esteem. 
 
 
 
Responsible 
 Prepares students for the expectations of the world of work where many 

places enforce a uniform or dress code. 
 Teaches students that they also have to meet the requirements of 

occupational health and safety, anti-discrimination and equal opportunity 
legislation.  

 Promotes the idea that students are part of a ‘team’ and that they need to 
show responsibility to the team by being in correct uniform, just as they would 
be expected to in a sporting team. 

 Reinforces the concept that society and the workforce have expectations 
about physical presentation and grooming. A uniform code is also about 
preparing students for the world beyond school. 
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Positive Behaviour for Success 
Uniform 

 
 We know that we are in a transition period with the start of our onsite 
uniform shop and the selling of our new uniform items. However, we still 
expect students to be in school uniform and be wearing correct footwear. 
There has been confusion and debate over what items constitute correct 
uniform, for example some students had apparently been told in the past 
that the sport track pants were acceptable everyday uniform. The uniform 
committee believes, as stated in the student diaries, that track pants are for 
sport only and are not to be worn each day.  

 
In this transition period, we are going to follow these basic rules for uniform: 
 
 NO hoodies, NO different coloured tops, including undershirts, NO 

logos. NO RABENS AT ANY TIME. 
 

 Woollen navy jumpers (with or without school emblem). School jerseys 
or jackets. Plain navy blue sloppy joes will be acceptable until the end 
of year only as some students were unable to purchase the old jersey 
from our previous supplier. 

 

 Solid BLACK leather top school shoes. 
 

 Students may continue to wear the usual uniform items, as per their 
handbook and diary, for the next year or so unless they need to 
purchase a new item. For example, if a student needed a new school 
shirt then he or she would be expected to purchase the new blue cotton 
shirt and NOT a white polo shirt. Our incoming Year 7 students will be 
expected to purchase the new uniform for 2013.  

 

 As students need to replace items they should do so through the 
uniform shop. 

 
 
 Thank you for supporting us in our efforts to have students looking 

respectful in full school uniform. 
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WHAT:  BARGAIN BUYER WAREHOUSE BUS SHOPPING TRIP 
WHEN:  SUNDAY, 25 NOVEMBER 2012  (Just in time for Christmas!) 

ORGANISER:  JOY COX 
COST:  $59 PER PERSON 

Price includes bus trip, morning tea, lunch & afternoon tea. 
Money needs to be paid ASAP to secure your spot on the bus! 

We will be raffling off prizes & playing games throughout the day with all funds raised being 
donated to Moss Vale High School. 

If you would like to attend this great day out, please contact Joy on 4868 2640 to secure your spot! 

 

 

Year 12 End of Year Activities 
 
Year 12 students have been given a handout on 
August 31 explaining their Graduation and Formal. 
According to the latest bulletin released by the DET, 
“Most students behave responsibly and in a manner 
that brings credit to themselves and their school. 
However, students should be reminded that 
antisocial activities are not appropriate at any time 
or in any place, and that they should not expect to 
be exempted from the law on the basis of their 
status as students. 

 

I seek your assistance in ensuring that Year 12 
students clearly understand their responsibilities 
when engaging in end of year activities and that any 
such activities should be designed to bring credit to 
themselves, their peers and their school, and 
provide an opportunity for the school community to 
wish them well.” 

Mrs Wells 
Year Adviser 

***   Advertisement  *** 
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TO :      MOSS VALE HIGH         NOTE OF ABSENCE    
 
Date  :  ___________________  Address  :   ________________________________ 

                                                                                           ________________________________ 

Roll Class  :  ______________ Year  :  ___________ 

 

Please excuse the absence of my son/daughter  :  _____________________________________ 

on  (dates)  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Total number of days absent  : ______________ 

The reason for the absence/s (this reason must be specific, not just "he/she was sick") :  ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name  :  ______________________________ 

Parent Signature  :  ___________________________  Date sent  :  _______________ 

 

TO :      MOSS VALE HIGH         NOTE OF ABSENCE    
 
Date  :  ___________________  Address  :   ________________________________ 

                                                                                           ________________________________ 

Roll Class  :  ______________ Year  :  ___________ 

 

Please excuse the absence of my son/daughter  :  _____________________________________ 

on  (dates)  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Total number of days absent  : ______________ 

The reason for the absence/s (this reason must be specific, not just "he/she was sick") :  ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name  :  ______________________________ 

Parent Signature  :  ___________________________  Date sent  :  _______________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY  

CHANGED ON  

ERN  

EMERGENCY 
CARD 
REPRINTED 

 

BUS Co 
NOTIFIED 

 

RECEIVED 
NEW BUS 
FORM 

 

 CHANGE OF ADDRESS / CONTACT DETAILS 
 
NAME  :...................................................................    Roll Class  :  ........ ....   Year  :   …. ....... 

NEW ADDRESS  :  ...............................................................................  PO BOX ..................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

New Phone No's  :  Home  :  ......................................    Work  (M) : ......................................... 

Mobile (M)  : ..........................  Work (F)  : ............................  Mobile  (F) :  .............................. 

Email :  ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

DATE YOU CHANGED ADDRESS  :  .......................................................................................  

PARENTS / GUARDIANS NAMES YOU ARE LIVING WITH  :  

................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 
Do you currently have a bus pass?  ………………………………………………………… 
 

NOTE  :    A new bus pass application must be completed when a student has :  a change of address, a change of 
name, change of school, change of details or comes under joint custody. 


