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28 September 2018 

 

Moss Vale High School website :  www.mossvale-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 

 
 

School Resumes for Term 4 

 

Monday  -  15 October 2018 

for all students & staff 

Class of 2018 
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Colour Run 

I would like to thank Ms Tenille Leet for her hard work in organising our inaugural Colour Run. Many thanks to 

all the staff who helped in a variety of ways on the day. It was a fantastic day and the weather was very kind to 

us. The students thoroughly enjoyed the Colour Run and we managed to raise another $2,000 for our farming 

families. I look forward to an even bigger and better event in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

R U OK Day 

Our Positive Behaviour for Success team and SRC students worked together to organise a ‘wear it yellow’ 

mufti day last week for the annual R U OK? Day. This was an important day for raising awareness of the very 

real problem of mental health issues in our society. Students and staff were made aware of the R U OK?’s four 

steps so they can have a conversation that could change a life. All funds raised on the day went directly to our 

local farming families who are facing significant hardships with the ongoing drought. In total, Moss Vale High 

School has raised in excess of $4,500 for our farmers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captains, SRC and Leadership Team Inductions 

At this week’s assembly, we held the inductions for our newly elected School Captains, Senior Leadership 

team and Student Representative Council. The students were all presented with their respective leadership 

badges, and the new captains received their own blazers, generously supplied by our P&C. These students are 

exemplary ambassadors for Moss Vale High School and I look forward to working with them in their leadership 

roles. 

https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask
https://www.ruok.org.au/how-to-ask
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The Senior Leadership team consists of Ella Robertson, Travis Neale, Nicholas Wilson and Katelyn Hall. 

The School Captains are Daisy Schaefer, Cameron Clay, Jemima Huggett and Wes Thomas. 

The SRC consists of: Year 7- Amelie Addison, Lachlan Jones, Mark Sims and Neve Wallace;  Year 8 - Grace 

Clay, Ella Dagna, Lachlan Jones, Nicholas Sheppard, Ebony and Kaitlyn Yearsley; Year 9 - Amelia Barrington, 

Colin Cooksley, Maisy Evans, Emma, Makayla Jones and Hannah Mulcahy;  Year 10 -  Amelia Brook, Poppy 

Costello, Allie Kracht, Scott Lawrence, and Carlie Ragg;  Year 11 -  Cameron Clay, Katelyn Hall, Jemima 

Huggett, Ella Robertson, Daisy Schaefer, Wesley Thomas and Nicholas Wilson. 

Congratulations to these very deserving and outstanding students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moss Vale Public School - 150 Years of Educating Children 

I had the pleasure of attending the formal assembly this week to celebrate Moss Vale Public School’s 

Sesquicentenary. The school has been educating our local children for 150 years, providing a wonderful 

environment and quality education for countless young people over that time. I know the school will continue 

to go from strength to strength with Mrs Susan Hilliar as Principal. As Mrs Hilliar stated so eloquently in her 

address, ‘Generations of families have attended this school on their own journeys of growth, captured in 

hundreds of photographs and thousands of stories.’ 

Happy birthday Moss Vale Public School and congratulations to all the students, staff and families. 

Year 12- Goodbye and Good luck! 

Another Year 12 group moves towards the end of their high school career. We had a wonderful assembly last 

week to farewell Year 12 as a whole school community. The assembly consisted of all Year 12 performers 

and presenters, including Sophie Tottenham who spoke beautifully about her sense of belonging at Moss 

Vale high. 

Year 12 students are a wonderfully talented, friendly and caring group of young people, and I am extremely 

proud of each one of them. I wish them well in the HSC exams and in the exciting future that lies ahead. 

I look forward to celebrating with Year 12 and their families at the Graduation on Thursday, September 27. 

 

Patricia Holmes 

Principal 

Our senior leaders (L-R): Travis, Ella, Wes, Daisy, Cameron, Jemmi, Nicholas and Katelyn (absent) 
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This term, we celebrated our Kick Off with Reading text and Book Week as part of our Education Week assembly in 
Week Five and showcased some of the fantastic opportunities available to our students. 
  

Kick Off with Reading 
 
Our Kick off with reading book of 2018, Tales from Outer Suburbia by Shaun Tan, has been more than just a reading book for 
roll call. Our different subject areas have used the stories as inspiration for teaching and learning in classrooms across our 
school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
In HSIE, Year 8 Geography students have read "Our 
Expedition" and then created a BOLTS map - with a 
Border, Origin, Legend, Title and Scale - to illustrate an 
adventure. Year 8 Science read "The Night of the Turtle 
Rescue" and used visualisation to improve their 
understanding of the story. To link their study of 
ecosystems to their reading, students researched turtles 
and gathered interesting facts about how they live. These 
were then used to create the display of turtles.  
  
  
 
 

 
 
 
In Year7/8 Scripture, students read three stories, 
Night of the Turtle Rescue, (from Tales From Outer 
Suburbia), The Boy and the Starfish, and Jesus feeds 
5,000 and discussed the ways in which we as 
individuals can be a force for good in the world. The 
students learned that, even if the problem seems 
overwhelming, our small actions can make a big 
difference. We are called to do what we can to help 
others. 

Kick Off with Reading 
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TAS uses technology to solve problems through design and innovation. Year 7 and 8 Tech students discovered that children’s 
plastic toys take up a huge amount of landfill. These students were inspired by ‘Make your own pet’ to design toys for pre-
schoolers and construct these out of recycled materials.  
   
Stage 5 students in the Creative Writing elective created zines inspired by ‘Distant Rain’. 

The class also wrote haikus to summarise Tales from Outer Suburbia. These four were shared by Rhiannon Hart on the 
assembly.: 
 
A book of stories, 
About magical suburbs, 
Where memories form.   
by Cameron Smillie  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
Haikus were also submitted to the Reading Australia 
Haiku Challenge, Hazel McGlynn winning a book 
voucher for herself, and one for the school library. 

 

Capture a moment, 
Chuck in imagination, 
There, a book to read.  
by Caitlin Miller 

A map swiftly ends; 
The edge of suburbia; 
Full of fluffy clouds.  
by Marina Ott 

Private poems fall, 
Different meanings for us all, 
Stick figures standing small.  
by Emily Waring 
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Moss Vale Tales 
 
Students from our Stage 5 Creative Writing elective have been inspired by Tales from Outer Suburbia to capture stories about 
Moss Vale High. We plan to expand the Moss Vale Tales project to include the wider community, but for now, we have worked 
alongside students from Moss Vale primary to draft and edit stories about school. Abbey Melrose read her story. 
 

 Hot, Crazy Sprinklers  

By  Abbey  Melrose 

Imagine a  hot summer’s day at Moss Vale High. It’s sixth period and your 

class has Agriculture. Your teacher tells  you all to go down to the Ag plot. 

You slowly walk down hoping the teacher will change his mind and let you 

stay in the cool classroom. 

When you arrive he tells you to go to your garden patches and start weeding. 

Everyone becomes frustrated because it has started getting really hot. There 

are five minutes until the bell goes to go home. The teacher tells you to start 

packing up and go to the greenhouse because he has something to show 

the class. 

He ushers everyone into the greenhouse and closes the door and locks it. A 

minute goes by and all of the sprinklers turn on. The girls begin screaming 

trying to cover their faces so that their makeup doesn’t run down their faces 

while the boys all try to cool off as much as possible. The sprinklers turn off 

and the door opens. 

The class leave the greenhouse and walk back to the classroom. The class 

thanks the teacher and we leave to go home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Scott Lawrence shared: “Last term, a group of Moss Vale 
High students travelled down to Moss Vale primary to work 
on the project called Moss Vale Tales. We were paired with a 
primary school student and we helped them write a story 
based on an experience from their schooling years. We 
assisted them with their editing process, and they managed 
to get their story done. I thoroughly enjoyed this experience 
and believe that it helps both the high schoolers and primary 
schoolers to learn how to write creatively and create 
friendships between different ages.” 
  
We also welcomed Mrs Carol Vandenbergh and students 
from Moss Vale Public School to share their stories and 
experiences. Two weeks later, Abbey and Scott attended 
their school assembly to share their story and experiences. 
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Another opportunity associated with Kick Off with Reading was a Skype 
interview with the author and artist of Tales of Outer Suburbia, Shaun 
Tan. He spoke passionately about how his childhood in the Perth sub-
urbs inspired his tales, and disclosed that this is his favourite of all his 
published books. He also revealed a sculpture of the main character in 
his latest story Cicada. While he often sketches character images as 
part of his writing process, Shaun sometimes creates a model to help 
him understand his ideas. 
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Heywire 
  
Each assembly this year, and in keeping with the theme of storytelling in Tales from Outer Suburbia, students and teachers 
have told tales from their own personal experiences. Angela Hughes, of Year 12, spoke emotionally about her family’s farm 
and their struggle with the drought. Moved by these experiences, Caitlyn Miller, Abbey Melrose and Amy Green began work 
on a film entry for the ABC’s Heywire competition. We travelled to Elm Vale with Zoe Bosevski as cinematographer to capture 
Angela’s story and film the farm. Zoe and Caitlyn worked hard to edit the final cut that should be shared on an assembly later 
in the year. 
  
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Book Week Guessing Competition 
  
Rather than an individual book, this year staff were challenged to photograph a bookshelf that may or may not reveal their 
identity. Students were asked to correctly match a ‘shelfie’ with the staff member. Ariann Stone was the student winner and 
received a tote bag made from fabric with a 'Freshwater' design by Jacob Nakanuli from Pine Creek. Inside the bag were two 
book vouchers: one for herself, and one to give the gift of reading. Ms Tweedie was the inaugural winner from those staff 
members who entered. 
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Thursday afternoon art group recently looked at Product Design. We started with the Design Brief where everyone was asked to 

brainstorm and develop ideas for two badges that complemented each other and would be sold as a set. The designs were 

then transferred onto Polymer clay and then baked. The students had to also design and make their own packaging for their 

final badges. This was an extremely fun project that they all enjoyed with great results. 

Thursday afternoon Art Class 

Nicole Harper , Year 7, (Autumn Breeze) 

Zoe Fuller, Year 7, 

(Art Love) 

Rebekah Oehm, Year 7, 

(Dragon Jewellers – Water Lily)  

Sam Johnston, 

Year 7,  

(Mr Ducky 

Production – 

Arts n’ Crafts 

with MD) 

David Gillis, Year 7, 

(Sissl’n Doggos) 
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Activity Week News 

  

 

The next Activity Week meeting for students will be held early term 4.  All outstanding money needs to be 

paid by the end of this term, unless prior arrangements have been made. Students who fail to pay this 

outstanding money will jeopardise their position on that activity. 

  

Students will also be issued with permission notes/medical information/itineraries and other forms at this 

meeting or in the near future. This information is vital. Would you please ensure the forms are fully 

completed, and if there is a change in circumstance prior to Activity Week, notify the leader as soon as 

possible. 

   

Students participating in an overnight program will be issued with a behaviour expectation contract. This 

contract must be signed by both a parent/ care giver and the student. 

  

All forms should be returned to the individual activity leader, not the front office. 

  

In mid-term 4, we will be conducting our annual swimming ability tests. All students who are participating in 

activities involving water will be required to attend this session. 

 

Most activity leaders have had to pay various providers significant amounts of money, or the total cost to 

secure their booking, it is therefore not possible to meet any request for refunds of money. It is still 

possible, however, for students to participate in Activity Week as there are positions available in limited 

activities. Any problems or questions, please contact me.  

  

Mr Nash 

Activity Week Coordinator 
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On Monday, 10 September, Moss Vale High School held its inaugural Colour Run to celebrate House 

Colours day, National Health and Physical Education Day (HPE Day) and to raise funds for our local farming 

families. This was a huge success with over 400 students being physically active with their peers, raising 

$2000 for our local farming families and also being awarded #HPEday Social Media Competition Winners 

by ACHPER Inc. in their nationwide competition.  

 

Moss Vale High School was awash in all colours of the rainbow with each student wearing house colours 

and receiving a pair of their house colour sunglasses and a wristband.  

Inaugural Colour Run 

Before starting the big event, all students participated in the colour throw which escalated the exciting 

vibes of students eagerly waiting to commence the colour run. The bottom oval was a sea of colour as 

each age group left the starting line. Students were showered in colour as they navigated their way 

around the school. Students would then complete an obstacle course including hurdles, a tyre run and 

commando crawl as well as enjoying a photo booth with the MVHS Instagram Frame and busting out 

moves at the dance station.  
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Congratulations to all students for taking part in this great 
event! Let’s make it even bigger and better for 2019. 
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Term 3 kicked off with three of our students competing at the State CHS Cross Country titles. 

Jemmi Huggett of Year 11, Liam Hinchcliffe of Year 10 and Asher Miller of Year7. All 

three students performed well, however one stood out.  

Liam had an outstanding day placing 5th and made it through to the National Cross Country 

Titles. This alone was a fantastic achievement, yet he went on to compete at the National 

Titles where he was a part of the 14-15s relay team (5x2000m), he received a Bronze Medal 

in this event.  What an outstanding achievement. 

Week 2 of Term 3 saw our Regional Athletics students head off to Canberra once again. 

After having a slight accident and knocking myself out at the Schools Snow trip I was unable 

to attend, fortunately, we have a bunch of fantastic teachers here at Moss Vale High School 

who stepped forward to offer taking the students for me. A big thank you to those teachers 

and especially Mr Nash who made the long trip to Canberra.  

 

The day starts off nice and early at 6:30am and students don’t get home until around 5:30pm. Upon arrival the athletics 

grounds were completely frosted over, however, it soon defrosted and turned into a beautiful day.  

 

We had some fantastic results and displays of 

sportsmanship throughout the day. 

Some of the stand out performances of the day and who 

continued on to the CHS state Athletics carnival were that 

of Liam Hinchcliffe placing 1st in both 3000m and 1500m 

events, Zac Kerton 1st in Discus and 2nd in 200m, Tyson 

Robb 2nd in the 400m? Olivia Tumonow 1st in Discus and 

3rd in Shot Put and Aliiyah King-Dewit 1st in 80m hurdles. 

 

At the state carnival our students performed well, however, 

one student made it through to the NSW All Schools 

Athletics Carnival and that was Zac Kerton.  Zac placed 

2nd in the Shot Put, what a outstanding result. We wish him 

all the best for the NSW All Schools Carnival. 

 

 

 

 

Many other students performed well placing 4th or 5th. A fantastic effort 

by all who attended. 

Canberra Athletics Stadium at 8:30am  brrrrrr. 

 

 

 

 

Zac Kerton 
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Other students who continue to thrive in their chosen sports are students like Jorji Webb of Year 8. Jorji plays soccer in the 

National Premier League 2 for the Southern Branch at Nowra. Jorji plays in the U14s and plays across the Sydney area 

competing at a high level. Recently Jorji played in the Grand Final and winning the comp. Jorji’s team played against the 

Australian Matildas coach’s daughter’s team (whom he also coaches) and can be seen in the photo below being congratulated 

by the coach Allan Stajic. Fantastic effort by Jorji, I look forward to hearing great things from this young lady over the coming 

years. 

Jorji and her grand final wining team. (Jorji 3rd from the left front row)  

The Matildas Coach Allan Stajic congratulating Jorji on a fantastic game. 
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Congratulations to Maizy Evans of Year 9 who received the local Sporting Champion Award from Stephen Jones MP ( pictured 

below) 

The next day Maizy attended the NSW/ACT State Schools MTB Championships, were she came 1st in the NSW team for the 

senior girls and 2nd overall in the ACT/NSW combined senior girls. Another excellent effort by Maizy. 

Lucy Nash of Year 7 continues to achieve great things in Hockey. She has been selected in the NSW U13s Hockey team and 

will head to Hobart at the end of the month to compete. We wish her all the best. Lucy also plays in the local Women’s 1st 

grade side who won their Grand Final on the weekend for the first time in 18 years. Well Done! 

Our Boys Open Cricket team will head to Warilla early next term to continue in the Davidson Shield Knockout 

Competition. They will be led by their new Coach Mr Good. Good Luck Boys. 
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We have also had our Year 10 PASS class attend Moss Vale Primary school to run a “Small Games Gala Day” teaching 

them new skills and the importance of team work. 

Year 10 Games and Dance Assessment  
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Robertson Burrawang Cricket Club 

Junior Registrations are now being taken for the upcoming season. There have been a few changes to the way cricket is being 
played in the Highlands this year: 

Woolworths Junior Blasters is a skills based program for 4-7 year olds, Thursday afternoons at Robertson starting October 
25th. Fee for the program is $99 per child and all equipment is supplied (including a t-shirt with your name on it!) 

Woolworths Master Blasters is a small game every Thursday afternoon at Eridge Park in Bowral for 8-10 year olds and runs 
for 90 minutes. 8 players per side, $99 per child, all equipment is supplied. Starting on October 25th and should be a lot of fun! 

U11s cricket is on Saturday mornings for 120 minutes, 7 players per team and 20 overs per side on a modified (shorter) pitch 
and a smaller field, using a soft plastic ball. Starting October 6th. Fees are $100 and this includes a Robertson Burrawang CC 
shirt with your child's name and favourite number on the back. All players get to bat and bowl in each game! 

U13s cricket Saturday mornings, 9 players per team and 20 overs per side on a modified (shorter) pitch and a smaller field, 
using a hard plastic ball. Starting October 6th. Fees are $100 and this includes a Robertson Burrawang CC shirt with your child's 
name and favourite number on the back. All players get to bat and bowl in each game! 

U15s cricket Saturday mornings for 120 minutes, 20 overs per team (possibly some 40 overs per team games later in the 
season) with a full size pitch, 11 players per team (this may be reduced), white clothes, proper cricket ball.  Fees are $100 and 
this includes a Robertson Burrawang CC shirt with your child's name and favourite number on the back. 

Girls are able to play down one age group - e.g a 13 year old girl can play in the U11s team. This year it has been decided that 
the 'age' limits are not strictly adhered to, e.g a 12 year old boy who has not played proper cricket before may be eligible to 
play in the U11s competition.  

We also are looking for a few extra players in our Senior teams this year for Saturday afternoon cricket, again, no matter what 
age or ability. Please get in touch if you'd like a game or two (or more!). 

Sportsman's Dinner with the great Kerry O'Keefe at the Robertson Bowling Club on Saturday October 27th. Kerry is a former 
Australian Test Player and in recent years has proven to be one of the funniest guys in the game with his great and often 
eccentric commentary on ABC Radio and MMM radio, and will be working for Fox Sports Cricket this summer. Tickets are $60 
each or a table of 10 for $550 and are on sale at the Bowling Club from next week. (Ph. 48 851 306). 

For more info or to register please get in touch with Aaron on 0421 452 167 or at aaronazz@hotmail.com, or you can register 
directly at PlayCricket.com.au. 

 

mailto:aaronazz@hotmail.com
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Moss Vale High School staff and students would like to 
express their appreciation to Graham Marcolin (McDonald’s 
Sutton Forest and Moss Vale) for supporting our school with 

use of bus transportation.  

 

$20.00 
Can be purchased from the  

These caps have been approved by the school community and will be available for a limited 

time. Money raised will go to the purchase of Sun Shelters for outdoor activities. 

    

 

generously supporting 
students of  

Moss Vale High School  

KOLLEGE OF                 

KNOWLEDGE  

KOMMITTEE  FOR 

KIDS 

 

WARATAH 

If you would like a copy of our 2018 year 
book, The Waratah, please pay $30 to the 

Front Office by  

Friday 2 November 2018.  
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REBEL 

Moss Vale & District Basketball 

Association Inc 
 

Nominations for the upcoming Summer competition are 

now open. 

Nomination forms are available on the website at 

http://websites.sportstg.com/assoc 

or from the stadium office 4868 1569 
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TO :   MOSS VALE HIGH       NOTE OF ABSENCE    

 

Date  :  ___________________ Address  :  _____________________________                                                                                        

  ________________________________ 

Roll Class  :  ______________ Year  :  ___________ 
 

Please excuse the absence of my son/daughter  :  _____________________________________ 

on  (dates)  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Total number of days absent  : ______________ 

The reason for the absence/s (this reason must be specific, not just "he/she was sick") :  ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name  :  ______________________________ 

Parent Signature  :  ___________________________  Date sent  :  _______________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY  

CHANGED ON  

ERN  

EMERGENCY 

CARD 

 

BUS Co 

NOTIFIED 

 

RECEIVED 

NEW BUS 

 

 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS / CONTACT DETAILS 

 

NAME  :...................................................................    Roll Class  :  ........ ....   Year  :   …. ....... 

NEW ADDRESS  :  ...............................................................................  PO BOX ..................... 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

New Phone No's  :  Home  :  ......................................    Work  (M) : ......................................... 

Mobile (M)  : ..........................  Work (F)  : ............................  Mobile  (F) :  .............................. 

Email :  ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

DATE YOU CHANGED ADDRESS  :  .......................................................................................  

PARENTS / GUARDIANS NAMES YOU ARE LIVING WITH  :  

................................................................................................................................................................................ 

 

TO :   MOSS VALE HIGH       NOTE OF ABSENCE    

 

Date  :  ___________________ Address  :  _____________________________                                                                                        

  ________________________________ 

Roll Class  :  ______________ Year  :  ___________ 
 

Please excuse the absence of my son/daughter  :  _____________________________________ 

on  (dates)  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Total number of days absent  : ______________ 

The reason for the absence/s (this reason must be specific, not just "he/she was sick") :  ________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name  :  ______________________________ 

Parent Signature  :  ___________________________  Date sent  :  _______________ 

 


